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SOUTHAMPTON 631–287–9020| EAST HAMPTON 631–324–9020|CUTCHOGUE 631–298–0500

We’re experts about what bugs you... whether it crawls, flies or walks — if it bugs you we’ll make it disappear! Call today for a
free, no-obligation, thorough, whole-house pest inspection
to find out if you have any pests.*

*NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY, THERE ARE A LIMITED NUMBER OF FREE PEST INSPECTIONS AVAILABLE, CALL SOON.TwinForksPestControl.com

Continued On Page 48.

By Bridget LeRoy
When Jacqui Lofaro started the 
Hamptons Take 2 Documentary 
Film Festival 10 years ago, “We had 
four films, one of which was my 
own,” she said. 
“We sold no tickets and instead had 
a collection basket on the way out. 
This modest beginning resonated 
with people who told us how much 
they love documentary films and 
how happy they were that HT2FF 
was launched. That gave me and my 
team the energy to continue and 
grow to what we are today, a five-
day film festival with 25-plus films, 
with directors and producers and 

HT2FF: The Real Reels
industry professionals attending.”
HT2FF’s 10th year of “all docs, all 
day” runs from tomorrow through 
Monday, all at the Bay Street 
Theater in Sag Harbor. The festival 
will kick off its opening night 
celebration at 8 PM with The Opera 
House, Susan Froemke’s captivating 
account of the development of New 
York’s Metropolitan Opera, which 
premiered at the New York Film 
Festival this year.
Friday night’s spotlight film, 
also being screened at 8 PM, is 
Spielberg, Susan Lacy’s look into 
the career of one of cinema’s 

most esteemed filmmakers (and 
East Hampton resident) Steven 
Spielberg.
GALA CELEBRATION

On Saturday, HT2FF will hold 
a gala celebration, presenting its 
Lumiere Career Achievement 
Award to Liz Garbus, whose past 
work includes Love, Marilyn and 
Bobby Fischer Against the World, as 
well as the Emmy-winning What 
Happened, Miss Simone? 
The 7 PM cocktail/buffet reception 
and ceremony will be followed by 
a screening of her film Shouting 

Fire: Stories from the Edge of Free 
Speech and a conversation with 
Garbus and her father, First 
Amendment attorney Martin 
Garbus. Liz Garbus is a two-time 
Oscar nominee, two-time Emmy 
winner, Grammy nominee, and 
Peabody winner.
Previous recipients of this award 
include Richard Leacock, DA 
Pennebaker and Chris Hegedus, 
Barbara Kopple, Stanley Nelson, 
Susan Lacy, and, most recently, 
Alex Gibney.
The Sunday spotlight film is Letters 

Independent/Gertrude Bell Archive, Newcastle UniversityLetters From Baghdad: The True Story of Gertrude Bell and Iraq, screens at HT2FF this week.
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from Baghdad: The Story of Gertrude 
Bell and Iraq, a mesmerizing and 
immersive journey into Gertrude 
Bell’s life and the tremendous 
impact she had on society following 
WWI, from directors Sabine 
Krayenbuehl and Zeva Oelbaum.
The festival’s closing night film 
on Monday at 7 PM is The Killer 
Bees by Ben and Orson Cummings, 
a thrilling dive into the world of 
the renowned Bridgehampton 
basketball team as they prepare to 
defend their state championship 
title. 
Veteran emcees of the HT2FF 
Q&As are Bonnie Grice, award-
winning broadcast personality 
and theater troupe director, and 
Andrew Botsford -- arts writer, 
actor/director, and Stony Brook 
Southampton visiting graduate arts 
professor.
Some early films in the festival 
went on to national or even global 
recognition. “What first comes to 
mind is Joe Lauro’s great doc on 
Fats Domino that went on to be a 
PBS American Masters special,” 
Lofaro said. “Also Life Animated, a 
film by Roger Ross Williams that 
was nominated for an Academy 
Award, as was Liz Garbus’s film 
What Happened, Miss Simone?”

Accepting another of the festival’s 
prestigious annual awards is 
Academy Award-nominated 
filmmaker Helen Whitney, director 
of Into the Night: Portraits of 
Life and Death, who will receive 
the Filmmaker’s Choice Award at 
the screening on Saturday at 
11:30 AM. The film is a powerful 
confrontation of the eventuality and 
certainty of death, told intimately 
through the voices of humanity. 
Throughout her career, Whitney 
has received acclaim for her 
examination of a wide range of 
compelling subject matter and a 
deep interest in spiritual journeys.
THREE NEW AWARDS

In addition to these three 
previously-established awards, the 
festival will recognize the 10th 
anniversary through the creation of 
three new awards.
The inaugural Breakout Director 
Award will go to Catherine 
Bainbridge who wrote, directed, 
and produced Rumble: The Indians 
Who Rocked the World, about the 
contribution of Native Americans 
to rock and popular music history. 
It will screen on Saturday at 4 PM. 
The Sloane Shelton Human Rights 
Award, named for the late East 
End resident and actress, is to be 
given to a documentary film that 
celebrates courage in the face of 

social injustice. This year’s award 
will be granted on Sunday at 
1:30 PM to Josh Howard for The 
Lavender Scare, a film about 
discrimination against government 
homosexuals in the 1950s.
The Hector Leonardi Art & 
Inspiration Award will be bestowed 
upon a film that embraces the 
vibrancy of an artist who expand 
our spirits and lives. This premiere 
award is named in honor of 
Hector Leonardi who has been 
communicating the joy of painting 
through art and color for over 
50 years. The first ever Hector 
Leonardi Art & Inspiration 
Award will be presented to 
Richard Kane at the screening of 
his poignant film, I Know a Man…
Ashley Bryan, on Sunday at noon, 
about the 93-year old African-
American poet/illustrator.
But it’s not all about spotlight 
films and awards, Lofaro noted. 
“It’s a unique experience for me 
to be in a darkened theater with 
audiences immersed in riveting 
stories told by talented filmmakers. 
We all leave with so much more 
than we had coming in,” she said. 
She is a champion of “the smaller, 
passionate docs that play the 
festival circuit successfully and 
don’t get the sunshine they deserve. 
That’s part of our mission,” she said 
emphatically.
Also in celebration of the 10th 
anniversary, the festival will 
extend its run by one day in order 
to include a first ever Douglas 
Elliman-sponsored community 
day of free screenings on Monday. 
“Thanks to the support of Douglas 
Elliman, we are thrilled to be able 

to ‘give back’ to our loyal audiences 
with a day of free screenings 
capping off a diverse and exciting 
five-day program celebrating the 
best of the documentary,” said 
HT2FF creative director Karen 
Arikian in a press release.
A full roster of films, along with 
ticket information and more, is 
available on the festival’s website, 
www.HT2FF.com. 

to 7 PM. Co-sponsored by Friends 
of the Long Pond Greenbelt and 
the South Fork Natural History 
Museum. During this month the 
winter cold fastens its grip, and 
nights are at their longest and 
darkest. Sometimes this moon is 
also called the Long Night Moon 
as the winter nights lengthen and 
the moon spends more time above 
the horizon opposite a low sun. 
Take a leisurely paced, one-hour 
hike in Vineyard Field, the field 
behind the South Fork Natural 
History Museum and afterward 
share some convivial conversation 
and refreshments in the moonshine. 
Meet at the SoFo Museum parking 
lot, 377 Bridgehampton Turnpike, 
200 yards north of the RR tracks. 
Leader: Jean Dodds, 631-599-
2391.

decorate gingerbread houses at the 
Rogers Library in Southampton 
at 6 PM. Each patron will receive 
a gingerbread house and all of the 
tasty and colorful icing and candies 
will be provided. Enjoy it with your 
family or eat it all yourself ! For 
those in grades six to 12. To register 
online, use online code RMT576.
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